
From top: 
Pelham Check  
in Lime,  
Beaton Pansy  
in Crimson,  
and Ashcombe 
Stripe in Blue

1 Keep the thermostat set to at 
least 50 degrees if you’re going 

away for the season—or just for a 
weekend—so the pipes don’t freeze. 

2 Set ceiling fans to run counter-
clockwise on low speed, which  

will redirect warm air down into living 
spaces when you’re at home.

3 Replace breezy linen curtains 
with ones made of fade- and  

rot-resistant fabric. They will stand  
up to harsh winter sun that can strike 
homes closed for the season.

4 Drain your outdoor shower 
and all outdoor faucets. Make 

sure the water is turned off at its source 
if you’ll be away for several months.

5 Keep trees and shrubbery 
trimmed. Cut down any weak 

branches that could fall on your house. 

6 Clean gutters of debris so that 
water will drain away from the 

house and won’t freeze. Install screens 
to keep leaves and sticks out, too.

7 Remove debris from the spaces 
between deck boards, which  

can hold moisture and lead to dry rot. 

8 Use a caulking compound to  
seal around your home’s exterior: 

splits or cracks in wood surfaces, leaks 
around windows and door frames, 
and along the tops of all trim boards. 
Replace any loose weather stripping 
around your garage and outside doors. 

9 Make sure your roof is in  
good condition to avoid fallen 

shingles, water collecting in the  
attic, or damp spots on ceilings. For 
added protection, you can glue 
sheathing to rafters and trusses  
using an adhesive that conforms to 
performance specification AFG-01 
(developed by APA, The Engineered 
Wood Association). The adhesive is 
sold at home-improvement stores. 

10 Invest in a sump pump in case 
your basement or crawl space 

floods after a heavy rainstorm. —SG

HANG 10

Get your home 
winter-ready

Fashion photographer and couture designer Cecil 
Beaton is legendary for his stage and film costume 
creations—he won the Best Costume Design Oscar 
for My Fair Lady in 1964. (Oh, those 
hats!) Nearly 30 years after his death,  
a textile collection made from drawings 
Cecil created in 1948 brings that  
artful charm and glamour into coastal 
homes. Hand-drawn stripes and 
checks in zesty hues and light, airy 
floral prints that are both laid-back 
and sophisticated anchor bolder, 
more playful prints, which are perfect 
in smaller doses. The pretty patterns 
come in beachy colorways such as 
Lime, Hot Pink, and Violet. The Cecil 
Beaton fabric line is available through 
Suzan Fellman; visit suzanfellman 
.com to see the entire collection or  
to order. —Stephanie Gibson

Fabric Finds

WATERPROOF WATER-RESISTANT

THE BASICS

FEATURES

FINE PRINT

Waterproof fabrics are 
designed to protect against 
all water leakage, even in 
cases of complete submer-
sion (up to certain depths).

A tight weave with a  
chemical lamination on both 
sides makes fabric water-
proof. Sealed seams provide 
additional protection.

The point at which water 
pushes through material is 
the hydrostatic head rating. 
Waterproof fabric must have 
a rating of at least 1,000 mm. 

Water-resistant material can 
withstand the effects of wet 
weather or conditions with 
some leakage; it should not 
be submerged in water.

Water-resistant fabrics  
have a protective vinyl  
coating applied only on  
the fabric’s face.

It’s most effective in mild 
weather and has a much 
lower hydrostatic head  
rating than waterproof 
material. —Jessica Krampe

THINGS TO 
CONSIDER

Double-sided protection 
makes it more durable for 
outdoor use. Its protective 
coating makes fabric easy  
to clean with a wet cloth.

Simple to wipe clean, it’s 
also OK for outdoor use, 
but less effective when  
constantly exposed to the 
elements.

What’s the Difference?
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